> Chickens
For YOU and ME




Benefits

» Free fertilizer

» Eggs that taste better

* Meat

» Eats bugs (especially ticks)!
» Cheap to maintain

» No vet bills

» You pick where to put the chickens (coop moves)

» Easy to take care of (monthly nest box and annual coop
cleanings)

e Imprintable on human moms

» Not very loud, depending on the breed and lack of roosters
 Kills snakes

» Can raise quail or pheasant with them

e They're fun!




Facts

e Brood for 6 weeks in cardboard box with heat
lamp

» Start laying eggs at 5-6 months

» Each chicken needs 4 sq ft of space in the
coop

» Each chicken lays 1 egg/day

e Eggs last ten days without refrigeration; can
collect weekly

» Need to be trained to lay in a coop

« Recommended breeds: Bantams (small),
Americanas (multi-colored eggs), Brahmas

(large eggs)



cons

» Attracts predators (coyotes, hawks
snakes)

» Coops can be expensive to purchase
(cheaper to build)

» Have to clean the coop

eNeed chicken sitter
lake on weekends

F - Watch out for freezing temps for drinking
, water; need to close coop doors
» Have to buy 6-25 chicks at a time

y » Roosters are loud




How to Get Past Cons

» Predator-proof coop

» Good father/daughter/Cort project to
build a coop

e | promise to clean the coop

o Wil find a chicken sitter for weekends
we' ' re gone

» Heater ring for freezing temps
» Find a friend willing to take extra chicks
o WIll eliminate roosters from flock



Costs

Chick (min 6) $13.80
Coop $145.00
Run $100.00
Waterer $20.00
Feeder $25.00
Food $12.00
Grit $6.00
Heat Lamp $20.00
Pine bedding $6.00

53500



Why Do | Want Chickens?

» Cute
* Fun
» Taste great!

» Raise some quall or pheasant for
Shiner

e Earn brownie points for giving eggs to
neighbors




What Will | Learn?

» How to raise chickens
 How to use and cook eggs

» Responsiblility for cleaning nest boxes
and coops and finding sitters

» Charity In giving to neighbors
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